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Inoue at about age 65
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Yoichiro Inoue

[also Noriaki, Hoken]
Born in Tanabe, Wakayama Prefecture, 1902-1994
Founder, Shinei Taido

Yoichiro (Noriaki) Inoue is a nephew of Morihei Ueshiba and was raised for several years in the
Ueshiba household, first in Tanabe and later in Shirataki, Hokkaido. Most of Inoue’s martial
arts training experience was gained under the tutelage of Ueshiba while in Hokkaido, Ayabe,
and Tokyo. Inoue was active in Tokyo as an assistant instructor under Ueshiba beginning in
the mid-1920s, continuing through the establishment of the Kobukan Dojo in 1931. L ater,
from 1932 to 1935, he was a senior instructor for the Budo Senyokai, which was based in
Kameoka, Inoue also taught Aiki Budo extensively at various locations in Osaka.

Inoue distanced himself from Ueshiba following the events of the Second Omoto Incident
and they met infrequently thereafter. He taught independently after the war in Tokyo, at first
calling his art Aiki Budo. He later changed the name to Shinwa Taido, and then, finally, to
Shinei Taido. Inoue passed away in April 1994 remaining active teaching until shortly before
his passing.
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Editor: One of the main purposes of our work is to collect and preserve various
historical documents concerning aikido. One gets the impression from current books
about aikido that some historically important people are being intentionally ignored. If this
situation continues, the things you have accomplished may be forgotten or distorted.

Inoue Sensei: You don't even need to mention it. What | have done has already been
distorted and misunderstood. | taught almost all of the current aikido old-timers directly.
Ueshiba and | alone taught. So it is not a question of misunderstanding, but an intentional
distortion of the story. | am not at all afraid of being misunderstood. I have told you that
before. I said, “When you come to see me, bring the strongest aikidoka, the old aikido people.
Then | will tell you anything.”

Even now | am supporting aikido. When aikido people come to practice, | tell them
not to train with us because the style is different. It is difficult to enter my dojo to practice
because our office head is quite strict. However, when | heard that you telephoned me so
many times, | felt sorry for you. | found out that you have been living in Japan for many
years, publishing news about aikido and working hard to learn more. Therefore, | thought I
would see you once and have a relaxed conversation and tell you some things frankly. That’s
the kind of person | am. | hate putting on airs or telling lies. If someone lies they are sure
to be caught. This is why we had you come here.

Actually someone from the New York Times visited me recently, but | can't remember his
name. | was asked by the Wakamatsu-cho Dojo* to talk with him. I told him it would be better
to talk to Kisshomaru? or his elder sister. | added that if he really wanted to get important
information he should go to the headquarters of the Omoto religion.® He telephoned me
about three times. This gentleman from the New York Times had some acquaintance who
was connected with a Christian religion, and he came with an introduction from this person
to the Omoto Headquarters where | met him for the first time. | told him then that if he
was going to write the truth | would talk to him, but that | would refuse if he was going to
record falsehoods. Then when | told him about Ueshiba, he was really surprised. Perhaps
if he wrote what I told him the book wouldn't do well. I thought that if he were really a
journalist working for the New York Times he would not have asked certain questions. Since
I had the impression he was not sincere, | changed my attitude towards him completely. |
told him that and he has not contacted me since.

I imagine there is no one left who knows about the old days. Most of the people who
knew about those times have already passed away. | am eighty-five years old. I have arrived
at where | now stand after beginning my studies when | was thirteen.

Actually, I can talk forever. Since | remember everything, one day is not enough to finish
my story. | remember these things because I had to learn both the philosophy of affinity* and
military tactics. When | was a child I studied these subjects all day long at school. Therefore
I know myself, even my shortcomings. I remember all events clearly from the age of five. I'm
ashamed to say it, but I was a weak-minded child. I thought I had to improve my condition
and remember everything to try to change myself.

I was able to finish editing the transcript this soon because Unagami Sensei took great
pains to help me. Fortunately, she does editing work and was a great help. Without her
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assistanceerhapdg wouldnot have
returned this manuscriptto you |
might havesaidl didnt wantto! | did
not speakout becausé wantedmy
wordsto bepublishedn amagaine.
| am not fond of talking aboutother
peoplel alwaystell my studentsot
to lie butto tell thetruth. Otherwise
somedyg we will be cawht by our
lies. Therefore | am always strict
aboutthesethings. | dont like to
criticizethedeadTherearenoother
witnesseslf therewereany then |
wouldnt hesitateto write aboutany
subject.] would debateany great
master.l dont want to embarrass
anynewho is dead,evenmy uncle
[Morihei Ueshiba].

To begin with, would you té
us about your edy years?

| was born inWakayaméaPre-
fedure in 1902 and raisedthere. Inoue c. 1932 with Yoshitaka Hirota
Morihei Ueshibas father, Yoroku,
who was my grandfather, was a ®ne,
kind-hearted man. He used to employ many people. Ueshiba's parentseweteaitable.
They had theilown paddy ®eld [iTanabe] and earlgnemorning they found a dead baby
there. Theyfelt sorry for the baby and took it home and buriedritthose days they had
not yethad anychildren, but soon after that Ueshiba's mother had my mother. My mother
[Tame] told me this story many timeShe would often scold me whérsaid to her, 20h,
| see.You are thereincarnation of the baby!°

My mothermarriedinto ourfamily from the Ueshibahouse Shewasthe eldestUeshiba
daughter. Morihei was the fourtthild. There were ®children and Morihei was thenly
son. There was nahuc difference in our ages [eightegeas] even though we spoke to
each other as uncle and neph@/e studied in the same way. Ueshiba quit middle school
when he was in the ®rst or secged and went to work in our store ifokyo. | think he
continued his schooling therkebelievethat since he had time at night he went to a nearby
judo dojo for practice.

| believe Ueshiba Sensei later practic®dgyu Shirgan-ryu® in Sakai Cty in Osaka
while he was in the army and for a time after that.
That'sright. Ueshiba liked martial arts, so he wentywhere.



